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BERGEN PASSAIC ASSOCIATION FOR THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

December is herc, and amid the hustle and bustle of the holiday season, we 6nd our-
sehes facing a changing wodd. ln just a few shon veels, our narion will welcome its
next President, Barack Obama. Our ecooomy is in turmoil and cao be felt by errrp
one "from Vall Sneet to Main Street". Though gasoline prices have come down
(thankfully), a trip to the grocery store makes u6 wonder how much higher our food
prices may climb. Johs are being cut weelln and all people are feeling insecure
about the future, A look at any ne*spaper or television news program rcporting go.
ings.on around the wo.ld describe unthinkeble events still happening despite effors
to bring peace to our world. Many families of A,rnerican sewicemen and women will
spend rhe upcoming holidayr without their lo!€d ones at home, hoping and praying
for their safe tetum, or sadly, remembering them proudly as they made the ultimate
sacriffce of giving their lives for their country.

It is imporant that we, as early childhood educators, be mindful of not only how
this chaotic world affecs us as adults, but especially how it is bcing interpreted by
our young charges and their families. Unfortunately, none of us is exempt 6om
these evcnts on some level. Howeler, we must focus on the difference each of us can
make even in a small way on a daily basis-a welcoming smile, a gcnde touch or an
understanding glance calt mean so much to a frazzled parcnt or a child whooe beha*
ior is expressing whAt his words cannot-his inability to undersrand what is really
going on around him.

Ve leamed at our May meeting hou/ critical it is for us as careg ets and educators to
take some time for ounehrcs to escape the stressors of elrqday life. By taking even a
few minutes to *-alk around the block, breathe deeply and stretch our bodies to re-
lease tension can help us to be bener equipped to cope and, in tum, be better
equipped to help others cope as well. Make the effon to help yourself S lirening to
some soothing music, looliog at a beautiful picture, revisiting a particularly fond
memory or, better 1rt, enjoying whatever it is that makes yqu happy. Those few
"luxurious" minutes may very well prove to be time well sp€nt.

I extend my hean felt wishes to each ofyou for a Happy Hanukkah, a Bles.sed Christ
mas, a Happy Kwanzaa, and a Bright New Year, but most of all, for a world of Hope,
Love and Peace.

Fondln

Donna D. Honian, President
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ELECTION REST'LTS

Our 200t .lcction rlsulrrd in s dis.ppointing rrtur[ of onb ,O b.llots from n .rly t00 mcm-
bers. Ir is impofirnr for mcmbers to €xcrcise thcir right to vote in our eloctions. Thrnk you to
thoso who prrriciparcd in this Foclss.
Thc position of Prrsidctll-Elcc.t dlJ lot hlvc r ca[di(h. li$ed. Tbirty-five (35) b.llots werc
rmn:rtcd for llis pocitiorl tad r€c€ivcd one wriFin votc for crch ofthc followiry fivc (5)
mcmbcrs: Alic: Albancsc, Dorma HonirD, Phyllis Jones, Yoland! Rrmos and Cindy Sobel.
Currrnt Prcsidcnt Donm Hofiian will c.ntinue to s.rve in tlEt c.pr.ity utrtil furthcr notic€.

Klthhcn Elli$n Molim will continuc to sc.vc itr h€|r positbn rs Vic€-Prcsida* for Manbcrship, having rtccived 3E
vor.s .nd 2 umrrtcd b.llols, lrd Thcr!$ Slbol.wski will codtinue ro s.wc in her posiSiol .s S€c.qrry, hlving rc-
c.ivd 3? vot s md 3 unmrrted b.llots.

There were lhrcc positions for M€mb€rs-d-Large in d fi€ld of five cadiddes. The winners rrc Alic. Alborcse (28),
Brrbcre Fastc (24) lnd Cindy Sobel (2 I ). Bodr Do.is Fci&r md K!$lc.o Miller rcccivcd I t votcs cach.

Thtla amcrdmcnts to our By-hirs wer! dso ircludcd on tiis )€ar's b6llot. All rln€ldltl€nts *€t! voEd upon lnd
Fsscd by a mrjority of39 (rpFoved) to I (non-rppmvd).

Ncxt yrrr, tfi. position ofvicePresident for Professional Dcvelopment.rd Treasurcr willbe up for elcction. ADy
int€rc$cd pdtks are rEqucg€d to caot cr PrEsidant Donn! Hortirtr or anodrcr member ofthe BPAEYC Boord.

Kotb prorided lP, litteae'3 t ith
sone betgrond of tign l@gage
and low it rektes to ler fuily life
as a pre-K EeIPr. Sha tapt te@Ir-
ers .ngoged tttougl$S ttE eee-
niry d.rrro tlrdt"g tL ASL alplb-
bet, signing colors, @rd leding tlc
Ftticiptx infaillo rhymes od
songs. Kdlry etplain4d t E dafer-
er6e bctween tlmeric@, Signen L@r-
gwge, /SL, @rd Sign d E et Eng-
lish SEE, @d illutured ttg e dil

feren es vith age-qprcpride slo-
rybook erat ples. P@ticiptotts
leoned tle bencfx otwing sign
lorywge with fuoing ckldren,
puticli@b special needt chil&m
ad secotdJtorguage leoners.
Kartry ,lcn discased od den rr-
strded h.rw stc also irrqpmta
sigrrs in lzr clssroom s srepor,

fur early literrca, enlancing sttt-
dents' eocabuLt )t, srrengtt enirg
,lcir abilily 10I.r|.16' @d iDprovint

Pir,rstirdi&

Kdhy petiondeb gaee ler peers a
glinpte into e daily lfe of her slu-
dents. Vlp Er thel orc signw ltP
alptsb., whtle wailirrg in line, or itrcd-
poroting sigrts irlo tleir ciftle ,ime dis-
c|,/6sions, Kdt y's sdenrs oe lruly
gaining ot qprecialiorrht oltEr L,t-
guoges otd calturcs.

FALL WORKSHOP MEETING

BPAEYC'S Fsll wortshop [rcct-
ing was hcld on T0esday, the
23rd Octobc ar Dtvid Ruldn
E.C.C. ofthc Bcrgcn County
YJC, W.shington. The rnc€ting
wls rtterdad by over trvo hun-
drld mcmb..s who cnjoyed p6r.
ticipoting i! wortshops on dif-
fcrqr topics. Hc.tlEr Cdrguilo, r
BPAEYC m.mbcr shrrEs he.
wortshop exFrioce below.

,4t tfu Fall Vortstnp Meethg
I<at lrle en Nl ison Mot iral
BPAEYC Yice Presidedt of Men-
benkp, pesented "Tle Use of
Signir'E in low Cl.rJ$ootu"
Tle worblnp was well-atended,
with dDett tuen ylve membts
in tle attdicrge,. Kdhy, as slp
prertrred to be collel begor
reith o vom velcome, desoib-
ing tpw sle frst became inter-
etted in sign lotgtrage.
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lAffiEilIlOil ! Drnrcrons oRANyoNE INTERESTED rN BEcoMTNG A DrREcroR!

Did you l(no* rst Professional Impact NJ is inGrcned in you. succ€ss md continucd profcssional devcl@ment so
much so that they have instihrt€d The Directo.'s Ac{deny? The purpose oflhe Dirrctor's Academy is to provide 60
hours oftraining in child c-are and educstion progrrm administration fo. directors who are inter€sted in improving
competencies. Topics range faom planning and evaluation to staffmanagement as wcll &s educational programming
including child development.

Who needs to take advanlsge of The Dir€ctors Academy? If you are rvoiking es I dircctor in sn Abbon-contracted
cenier fr the dir€clor ofa lic€ns€d c€nter who hrs not eamed a bachelor's degree and serve more than l0 childrcn.

Thinking about enrolling in The Dirccror's Aodemy in 2009? The Division ofcontinuing Educttioo at Bergen
Community College is a course provide. atrd will be otrering The Dir€ctor's Academy cl&ss b€ginning in January
For more infomation call the Office ofContinuing Education at 20l -447-74tE Monday-Thursday 9:00am -7:00pm.

UPCOMING EVENTS! SAVE THESE DATES
WINTER MEETINC

You will wxnt to aftend oua winier meeting festuring Hsniet ls€cke, a Bergen
County children's author and cducational consultsnt. She will brbg us a very
inter€sting and informative pr€s€ntation on Xarr) Lh.r@y tnstration ia Na*
Z.atan4 and Ia lrrqlicdbatfor Enhorciq Eott Chlwd InstrudtoD

Hani€t has shared the following information about th€ contem of the p.esenta-
tion. Ne\r Zetl.nd has on€ of the highest literacy rares in the world becsuse o
the emphasis plsc€d on eo y literacy skills and becaus€ ofthe expectations edu-
cato.s have foJ sludent learning and achievemenl. Hsriet will exrrninc some
NZ's bcst liteftcy practic€s md the implications of those pmctic€s for fsnsform-
ing clrly childhood instructioD in America- Techniques include smalland whole
group reding and wriring insrruction, difrcr€ntirrion strategieq and simple but
cffective liter|cy c€ntcr activities- The present tion will include slidas and vidco
of New Zelland's classrooms taken by the speaker, Harriet Is€cke, informstion
about child developmeo! and activitics snd rcsources lhat crn be us€d in Prr-K -
K classroom,

The *inrer mectingwill b€ Wedrcldry, Jrtr!.ry 14,200!l at the D.vid Rukin
E.C.C. ofthe Bcrgen County YJCC 605 Pascrcl Road Township of Washing-
too, NJ 07676 fiom 6: | 5 prh - 9:00 pm. S€e enclos€d brcchure.

SPRING CONFERENCE

Plans are in progaess for a
spring workshop conference
at Bergen Community Col-
lege on S.t!rd.y, lSth
Apri l ,  2009. The event wil l
be in cooperation with the
BerSen Community College,
Department of Social Sci-
ences -Early Childhood
Education Program and the
Be.gcn County Office for
Children.
Inok for you brochure with
details thar will be aniving in
e{rly March

Tr.irirg for tbc NJ INFAITIT TODDLER CREDENTIAL

Avtll.blc now .t

PASSAIC COUNTY COMMTJNITY COLLEGE

Or. ColLt Boulev.rd, P.te.!o!, NJ llT5{)5

Enroll now for a 15 ciedit ccnificate program that pror,'ides tnining in all eight key indicatoG rc.
quired for the NJ Infant Toddler Credential issued hy Professional lmpact NJ.

Cdl no*'r Sr. Jme Fcltz -971684{095, Lin& Crncr -97168+5911, Ani. Kumr. -9?36a,+{607



BPAEYC AccRrDrt TIoN CoMMrrr"E
The Accreditation Crmmittee's goel is to hclp all ofour mcmbers gct as excited about accrcdiation as 1'r err. We
will talk with you, youi staff and parents. Ve will advise you, share out exp€riences, come to your scho< and mentor
you duting the process. Ve can offer resoutccs that include workshoJrc, brochures and videc.

As ahays, one of the rcry besr resources for arrrcditation information is the NAEYC wekite, uur.naerr .r'Lrrn. The
site provides rrp to the minute details and information about the accreditation process. The Academy has adopted
new A.cr€ditation Pe.forrnanc. Criteria built on rh€ history of the Associarion, end on the vision propoced \ the
Reinr€ntion Commi;sion in 2002. ln the last sertral years, it has undertalen an inrcnsive effon to re\is€ proce,
dwes, fce smrmrres and rnat€riAls. Our committe€ memben bare rwiewed the rwisions in order to be'come familiar
with the new format and updaies and p.o\r'ide assistence to tho6€ schools that wish to be invoh'ed in the process of

Please feel to contact the membets,

Suenne D€Nrnzio 9lC&563470t strrlne.denrur:roadbnr:htlrorizons.c<,nr

Barbar. Forste 201-3E74000 l,kfi'rste(4a,,1.,'rl

CindySobel +[slslj@]l':!.t!]li!]s.uct

We are actively seeking new members and looking fonr,'ard to our old members taking a more ac-
tive role in the afffliate activities. You can participate by joining us for our workshops, contribut-
ing to the aftiliate newsletter, and raising questions and comments that impact our s€rvice to chil-
dren and their families. We also invite you to attend an Execuri!€ Board meeting to checl out
what we do and hour we worl. There are sereral committees that you can be a part of, Acctedita,
rion, Nominating, Month ofthe Young Child, Public Policy, litererure/Publications, Newslener,
Publicityand Membenhip. Sewing on one ofout committees does not require a large amount of
time, but will afford you the opporrunity to grow with the Aasociation. We really do havc lots of
fuo, and there's nothing l&e being with ftiends to male any job easier! lnterested Jrrsons should
contac-t Donna Hortian (President).

BilEYC*dnsdhtngtgs

Ihc Rc'rgen I';r;sdi<' .1.so, i;ttirn lor
rhc Lducatint d li>un:! ( hiLtr

SsrsonbGrrOingl
ond 0 Precidentr Donna Hortian's

Email'
dhortian@paramus.h l2.qj.us
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